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Cognitive impairment and its clinical relevance in schizophrenia 
Richard Keefe, Professor of Psychiatry, Psychology and Neuroscience, Duke University 
Medical Center, Founder and CEO, NeuroCog Trials, Inc.  
http://www.dibs.duke.edu/research/profiles/81-richard-keefe 
 

Prof. Keefe received his BA from Princeton University 
and his Ph.D. in clinical psychology from New York 
University. His research is primarily devoted to 
understanding cognitive dysfunction and its treatment in 
patients with schizophrenia and related disorders, 
including those at high risk for schizophrenia. He has had 
a leadership role for cognitive methods in several large 
National Institute of Mental Health studies, including the 
CATIE, MATRICS, TURNS, CRSTN and TENETS 
projects. He has published more than 200 scientific papers 
and two books. Dr. Keefe is Associate Editor 
of Psychological Medicine and serves on the editorial 
boards of Schizophrenia Research, Schizophrenia Bulletin, 
Psychiatry and Clinical Neurosciences, and Innovations in 

Clinical Neuroscience.  He was the 2012-2014 President of the International Society for CNS 
Clinical Trials and Methodology. He is on the Scientific Board of the Brain and Behavioral 
Research Foundation. 
 



 

  

Mild Cognitive Impairment: A Concept in Need of Input from 
Neuropsychology 
Mark Bondi, professor of psychiatry, University of California San Diego, and director of the 
neuropsychological assessment unit, San Diego Veterans Affairs Healthcare System. 
http://psychiatry.ucsd.edu/About/faculty/Pages/mark-bondi.aspx 
 

Dr. Mark W. Bondi is a clinical neuropsychologist and researcher 
and has published over 150 research articles and book chapters on 
MCI/dementia and TBI. In recent research he focuses on 
assessment of older adults at increased risk for developing 
Alzheimer's disease (AD) in an effort to better detect and 
characterize its incipient stages, by identifying reliable patterns of 
neuropsychological change and altered brain structure and function 
in individuals at high risk for AD (i.e., those with Mild Cognitive 
Impairment and those at increased genetic risk for AD). In a 2014 
paper in the Journal of Alzheimer’s Disease he shows the 
advantage of applying neuropsychological criteria for MCI 
compared to the traditional MCI diagnostics with regard to 
diagnostic precision, biomarker associations and progression rates.  
Therefore, improving diagnostic methods remain important 
challenges for dementia research, and demonstration of such 

improvements in MCI diagnosis will have an important impact on prospective design of future 
studies of genetics, biomarkers, treatments and ultimately prevention. 
 



 

  

Autism: Cognition and quality of life across the lifespan 
Hilde Geurts, professor, clinical neuropsychology section, Department of Psychology, 
University of Amsterdam, and the Dr Leo Kannerhuis, a tertiary autism clinic 
 

 
Prof Dr Hilde Geurts is head of the Dutch Autism & ADHD 
research center (d’Arc, see www.dutcharc.nl) and recently 
founded the Research Network Autism (Reach-Aut, see 
www.reach-aut.nl), a collaborative network of over 30 Dutch 
autism institutions to bridge the gap between academic and 
clinical research. In her work she focuses on both ADHD and 
autism. While she started out with studying mainly executive 
functioning in children (aged 6 to 12 years) her work currently 
encompasses the entire life span with a special focus on old aged 
adults with autism. Her scientific work and community outreach 
is much appreciated and resulted in a membership of the young 
academy from the Dutch Royal Scientific Academy of the 
Netherlands. 
  

 
 


